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Merry Christmas to my ESA Family,

At this time of year we all have tons of stuff crossing our minds; did we buy that one person the right gift, did we forget to get someone a gift, will they like what I picked out for them, stressing over something that should be fun.  Then there is the family we will not get to see during the season for whatever reason, remembering those we’ve lost, or the family we know we have to see, but wish we didn’t and the hours of cooking and that mess that is left over after it is over.  We are also reflecting over the past year wondering what we could of should of done better, what turned out better than we thought and then looking forward to the New Year with high hopes and dreams of losing that extra weight we seem to keep finding year after year.  My heart at this time of year as I’m buying gifts is always very heavy for those less fortunate than I am and I try really hard to keep my heart and mind on the reason for the season!  I task you all to smile a little brighter at those you see out; you never know, that might be the only smile they get all year!  

I’ve asked everyone to share their favorite Christmas memory so I hope you enjoy their stories.  Mine is just of a simple time in life for me, when I was younger and had no clue of life.  My mother came from a very big family and we always went to my Grandma Razer’s on Christmas Eve for hours of fun with all my cousins and I’m guessing the adults loved it too; the house was just full of laughter.  As I’ve thought back over it as the years have passed, at some point all the dads would disappear; us kids never thought much of it.  Now as an adult, I’ve learned they would all go from house to house helping Santa get all those things put together for their kids as a group.  Now, let me tell you that would be about 10 men give or take, so now I laugh at the fact it took that many men to get those gifts put together. I can hear them all in my head arguing over which one knew the best way to put it together and of course, they didn’t need the directions (oh yes I love them all but they were that kind of men).  Good news; I guess it always got done right because Christmas night when we all met back from spending the day with our other grandparents, we all had gifts and they worked! ( 
Now, I have some important State ESA news.  The Memphis Chapter I have been telling you about is about to happen.  January 10, 2012 I will be going to Memphis for their installation.  They will then be known as Delta Pi, of Collierville Tn.  Collierville is a suburb of Memphis and most of them live there so it’s just easier to go by that.  I believe the membership count to begin with will be 10-11 ladies.  They are very excited and already have a neat idea for a fundraiser.  I am very excited as well because they are some go getters and very nice ladies.  I know some are planning to attend Spring Council and I know you all will make them feel more than welcome!   Now if that isn’t enough, I’ve been in contact with a lady in Jonesboro who is showing interest from our IC Website.  I had a meeting planned for this week, but she got a promotion at work so we have put meeting off till the first of the year.  I have been emailing her back and forth and she is also interested in starting a chapter.   So, great things are really happening for ESA in Arkansas on the membership/chapter level.  If you have family or friends in the Memphis or Jonesboro area who might be interested let me know.
Traveling to SERC was a great time; I will have to tell you how it started out.  Randle dropped Judy off at Ann’s and he told me I was in charge of keeping up with her, which I totally didn’t understand because Judy was in charge of our trip and I said as much.  But he told me to make sure as we left places to make sure she had all her stuff and junk.  I said ok not a problem.  Our first stop was to eat.  We got out went in to eat and we left; about an hour down the road I said “oh crap Judy did you get your purse, I forgot to check to make sure you had your stuff and junk like Randle instructed me to do”.  Well, the van broke out in laughter and Thank Goodness she had her purse.  Moral to the story, don’t put me in charge of others stuff and junk! LOLOLOL!   Our very own Tammy Akines is now SERC First Vice President/President Elect.  SERC will be in Memphis in 2012 where Tammy will be installed as SERC President.  You all might want to set your calendar now to attend so we can show her great support!  I have booked my room already! (
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Mark your Calendar as follows:
SERC 2012 Conference November 1-3/2012 

Marriott Downtown, 

Memphis, TN 

Hotel fee is $119 night 

Registration $110/$80 guest
Theme: “Elvis Has Left the Building”

I promise to have information about Spring Council after the first of the year.  I haven’t gotten all the details from Region IV yet.   Also, don’t forget to book rooms for State Convention after the first of the year!  At the end of this newsletter, you will find the Program Ad form and Registration form.  Why should you attend State Convention? Another hint, our International Council Representative will be none other than the International Council President Rose Pasillas.  So we need lots of members to attend that way we can show Rose a great time!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Love to all,

Denise Holdaway

State President

************************************************************************
Hello Girls,

 

  I hope everyone has a few minutes each day to remember the blessings of the Season. 

Denise asked us to include a Christmas memory in our article.  For me, it was when my children were young and still believed in Santa Claus.  At that time we lived in Alabama and did not have any family close by, so we were always home.  We never traveled for the holidays, so all their toys were put under the tree after they went to bed on Christmas Eve. I did not work then, so I had time to bake all kinds of goodies with help from my son and daughter.  And we always put cookies and milk out for Santa.  I still remember the surprised look on their face Christmas morning when they got up and saw the cookies were gone and Santa left toys for them.

 

Please consider running for a state office.  Don't ask why, ask yourself WHY NOT.  If anyone has a question about running for a state office, please e-mail me (jgj2x360@aol.com) or call me (501-758-9415).  I would be glad to visit with you and send you an application.  

 

I want to let you all know I went to the Easter Seals Annual Meeting Nov. 30 at the Little Rock office.  This was the first time for me and I was so impressed with how nice and friendly everyone was.  Sharon Moore-Jochums and Linda Rogers presented ESA with the Volunteer Recognition for Adult Services award.  ESA was the only one to receive this award.  So give yourself a pat on the back for all your hard work and support for Easter Seals.

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Jessie Johnson

1st Vice President

Arkansas State Council ESA  

************************************************************************

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF YOU!!!

Where has this year gone!!  It seems just like yesterday; we were celebrating Christmas and getting ready for the New Year!  One of my fondest memories of 
Christmas was when I was 10 or 11 yrs old.  I wanted a baseball mitt (I loved softball) and my family did not have much money to spend on Christmas with buying for six kids.   In fact, we usually got Salvation Army Toys (used) for Christmas.  So, can you imagine my joy, when I opened my present and it was a NEW softball mitt.  I was on Cloud 9.  Of course, all Christmases are special as we have always had plenty of god kids to grace our presence.  It is so much fun to watch the little ones open their presents and “ooh” and “aah “over their treasures. 

Speaking of the New Year, our convention chairs are accepting reservations now for registration and after the first of the year, room reservations will be accepted. Keep posted.  I know that Ann Southall and Tammy Akins and their chapters are getting ready to “Strut on Up the Mountain”.  So start making your plans now.  It is April 20 -22, 2012 at the Winthrop Rockefeller Institute at Petit Jean Mountain.  Come “Strut” with us. 

During this holiday season, let’s remember all those sisters who are ill or having difficulties, our military who cannot be home with their families, and especially those whose have been wounded and have to learn a new lifestyle.  Also, give thanks for all you have – pray for those who are hungry, homeless and alone.  Again, give thanks for all we have. 

The Christmas Star 

Give us eyes this Christmas to see the Christmas Star and give us ears to hear the song of angels from afar, And with our eyes and ears attuned for a message from above Let Christmas angels speak to us of hope and faith and love.

Helen Steiner Rice 

Merry Christmas and a most happy and prosperous year

Theda Hall 

Second Vice President 

************************************************************************

Brrrrr… it is actually cold in South Arkansas.... Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and getting all that shopping underway.  I’m finished except for my 16 year old nephew who hasn’t given anyone any clue what he wants… UGH!!! I told him it was going to be a hard candy Christmas if he didn’t help with some ideas.  LOL Anyway, I hope each of you have a special holiday season with family and friends.  I’m looking forward to the St. Jude’s Walkathon and spending the weekend with a lot of my ESA sisters.  The best part – raising money for the children.  Merry Christmas everyone.

Ann Southall

Parliamentarian

************************************************************************

My ESA Sisters

 

I hope that all of you had a blessed Thanksgiving and were surrounded by your family and friends.  Theta Epsilon is getting ready for our first Mr. and Miss Snowflake pageant and we are very excited about it.  Of course, I sometimes can't keep my mouth shut and now I am making Christmas Trees for the pageant with the help from one of our future pledges.  I have recruited our dear State President Denise to help and she does a great job from the RECLINER!! As she always tells me you decorate and I will do all the computer work.  It works out really good.

 

Through all the shopping, Christmas parties and rushing to get every thing done we need to stop and remember the real reason for this time of the year.  The greatest gift that God gave us was His Son in human form so that we might know God the Father.  As I close I am going to leave you with this quote:

God grant you the light in Christmas,

   which is faith;

the warmth of Christmas,

   which is love....

the belief in Christmas,

   which is truth;

the all of Christmas

   which is Christ.-----Wilda English

 

Have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS, a Happy New year and if traveling have a safe trip.

 Pam Thomas

************************************************************************

Hi Ladies!!

Boy has it rained!!! I am ready for some sunshine!! Thank goodness the good Lord above that he made for a beautiful day for the 5K – Marathon for St. Jude Children’s Hospital!! We all should be very proud of all our ESA Sister’s from around the State’s that participated in this even. This was my second year. My first year I did a 5K and this year I did the Half Marathon!!! I can’t even begin to tell you all the emotions that go through your head when you run/walk 13.1 miles!! I was so privileged to have my little sister Carla Davis Hawkins and my niece Katie Marchese come to see me go through the finish line!!! It was very emotional!! We raised over $40,000 in this event and went over our goal of $35,000 for Team ESA!!! Go ESA!!! I am very proud to be a part of this event! I will be there again next year too!! So think about being a part of this event next year. We all live so close to Memphis, we should have a lot of gals from Arkansas to participate in this event. They normally do an early bird special around June, that if you sign up then and commit to raising $2500 you will get two nights free for lodging! So please give it some thought! We all had a great time!!

I would love to give everyone a little update on my momma, to whom I ran in honor of.  She will be going to the doctor this Thursday to find out our next step our journey. She will be getting her port put in on Friday. We don’t know yet if she will get her first chemo that day or if they will give that area a day or two to heal. We do know that she is going to have four chemo treatments in a roll. We are going to go through 30 days of treatment. This is driving back and forth for 30 days. The first four days will be chemo and all the others will be for growth hormones’. This will cause her bone marrow to produce bounced of stem cells and push them out into her blood. They will be checking her blood daily and once the count is where they want it to be they will start retrieving them for her biopsy. They have told us this will be very painful. So please pray for her comfort during the next month. 

Last but not least, I would like to wish all my sister’s from Arkansas Happy Holiday’s!! May all your dreams come true this year!! Thanks so much for all your support this year and keep praying for my family!! I love you all very dearly!!

Love in ESA!!

Deann Stewart

Arkansas Past State President
************************************************************************
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Hello Arkansas ESA Sisters

I hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful Fall Weather.  It was good seeing and visiting with everyone who attended the Fall Council Meetings. Good Job Denise, the meeting was a good one. I want to thank each of you for letting me know about members who need our prayers and good wishes. It seems like all we hear about is sad news so don't forget to share happy news also. Right now we need to remember Floye Davis, Ruthie Talbert, Butch Turnbull, Kathy Riggs and Pat Daw as they continue to recover their health. Also remember our sisters who have lost loved ones this year. I know that we are all touched when we receive cards from our sisters; it’s a nice warm feeling to know that others care for us when we are facing difficult times. Enjoy these beautiful fall days and don't work so hard raking those leaves that you forget to enjoy the fall colors.  Heavenly Father, the leaves are falling. They are beautiful shades of yellow, orange, and red. Some are brown and brittle. It is so awesome to think that you know when it is time for each leaf to fall. Your creation is wonderful to watch. Thank you for autumn. Amen 

Agape'  Brenda Swagerty-Luper, State Chaplain

************************************************************************
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What type of ‘Christmas Elf’ shoes are you wearing this year?  The following was my horoscope for today - it is so appropriate for our approach to life, the Christmas Holiday and our ESA chapters.  Do we dare to be different? Innovative? Daring? Challenging? 


“There is something to be said for tradition -- it is dependable and comforting, and it can offer a real sense of purpose. But it won't provide excitement. And if your soul is in need of more excitement right now, so traditional behaviors are out. Put a new spin on things and try an unconventional approach. Toss 'the way you've always done things' out the window, and start putting new ideas to work. You can go back to the tried and true -- after you've tried something new.”


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all my ESA Sisters - you are special to me!

Ann Becker, Chapter President’s Chair

************************************************************************

Dear sisters:  I hope all of you had a Happy Thanksgiving.  Claud and I spent the weekend in TX with our girls and wonderful grandchildren.  Now plans can go in full force for Christmas. My favorite memory was the Christmas after my first husband was killed; my parents gave me a special box that contained a tea cup poodle. She only weighted a little over a pound.  She fit in my purse and would go with me everywhere except work. She was wonderful company and a good snuggler on the couch and in bed.  Now I enjoy making memories with my grandchildren.  Davis has gotten big enough to get excited about getting presents for Jesus' birthday. This year he wants a special birthday cake for Jesus.  Taryn just turned 1 year old so she doesn't understand about Jesus but will have a big time tearing up gift paper.  I wish all of you a Healthy, Happy and Merry Christmas and a safe New Year!!

Love to all,

Carol Davis

Finance Chair

************************************************************************

ESA Foundation – Glenn Gay

I can’t believe its only 1 week until Christmas.  I’ve done what little decorating I plan on doing this year and bought my first and last Christmas present.  Our chapter had our Secret Sister exchange on the 10th so I took care of that gift.  Our chapter has also adopted a 2 year old little boy that is in the CASA system.  Chapter member, Donna Wiltsie, is a volunteer child advocate for CASA and presented this project to us at our last meeting.  Joe and I shopped and we bought a John Deer tractor and some winter snow boots that had tractors on them.  Oh by the way, on his sheet it said he loves playing with tractors.  We are taking our “kids”, son-in-law and 4 grandkids on a Caribbean cruise for Christmas.  So no Christmas presents as such.  Of course, my 13 year old and 16 year old granddaughters wanted to know if they were going to get Christmas stockings.  They always get a stocking filled with neat things so Santa may have to drop them off on board ship.  We leave out of New Orleans on December 18th and dock at Costa Maya, Belize, Honduras, Cozumel and docking back in New Orleans on Christmas Day.  This will be by most memorable Christmas…spending time with family, enjoying watching them swim with the dolphins, and NO SHOPPING for presents and wondering if they are going to like what I buy.

But on to the Foundation.  I was so proud to accept memberships for 12 new Foundation members at Fall Council.  Thanks to all of you who stepped up and joined or signed up someone on the Flip Flop program.  Now for those of you who haven’t joined this year or paid your dues since March 1, 2011 these dues are due by March 1, 2012.  These dues are $15 and why not do it right now before all those Christmas bills come in.  To join is only $25 and remember they do not have to be a member of ESA to belong to the Foundation.  All of this can be done on line at the ESA website and click on the ESA Foundation.

Scholarship applications are due by February 1st.  Early birds are already coming in.  I’ve processed 8 so far but I know the big hit will start in January.  I only sent out 200 letters to Arkansas high school counselors.  If you know anyone that is graduating or in college and would like to apply refer them to the website.  Thanks!
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Merry Christmas to all and to all a good nite!

Glenn

************************************************************************
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I pray each of you have a Merry Christmas.  I am really excited so many chapters have given money to Easter Seals.  I think you are all going to be excited when I give my report at Spring Council.  I hope all of you are planning on attending Spring Council.  I know Denise will have an awesome meeting.  

I was so proud of team ESA at the St. Jude marathon weekend.  If you didn’t go, you really need to make plans to attend next year.  If you don’t want to walk in the 5k (3.1 miles) you can always be a cheerleader on the St. Jude campus.  It meant so much to have so many supporters along the route.  It kept us going.  I can’t wait until next year.  It really is a ton of fun.

I am sending each of you a big ESA hug.  Hope you can feel it.

Love you more!

Christie Williams

Easter Seals Chair

************************************************************************

Hello, Sisters!

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  My family came in from Dallas and we celebrated my mother’s 90th birthday a week early.  Such a precious gift! The Christmas holidays upon us, so take time to enjoy your family and friends.  As we start a new year, and a new diet, we also need start thinking about reports.  Yea!  Please send your Philanthropic reports to me by April 1 or before.  
Memories - about 20 yrs ago ago, a week before Christmas, we still did not have a tree.  We were trying to gather all, or at least 2 out of 3, kids to pick one out.  Frustrated, Lee and I set out for the Home Depot where the trees were on sale.  We picked out a nice tree and while a young man was tying it our car, it started started snowing.  So there we stood with no kids and it was snowing.  After 25 years of marriage, I believe that was the most memorable Christmas season.  There have been others that was the best.

 

I hope you all have a wonderful holiday.   
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Love to all and God bless.                                                           

 Audrey Wright

State Philanthropic Chair

41 Daniel Drive

Sherwood, AR 72120

************************************************************************

My message to my sister is “Wishing you quit moments with friends and family this holiday season and peace and joy for the coming year.

Now for the State Scrapbook, I will be sending flash drives to the chapter president mid January to download your picture on. 

 Please bring them to Spring Council.   The Christmas memory is Dennis and me is was our 1st Christmas.  I did not want to go out and buy ornaments for 
the tree, we strung popcorn and cranberries, paper ring garland & gingerbread man cookies.  

 

Debbie Patton

State Scrapbook Chairman

	************************************************************************

Beta Upsilon had a busy fall.  We manned our goldfish game booth and sold baked goods at "Harvest Homecoming", Harrison's annual fall festival.  At the end of October we provided hayrides for a dollar per person at "Scare on the Square", a new downtown Halloween event.  Thanks to Mahala and Dave Heim, who provided the tractor and trailer, we raised over $400 in just a couple hours.

Our big Christmas project is helping area students who have extra needs at Christmas time. With Beta Upsilon funds, and the assistance of banks, individuals and Sunday School classes, we help eight or more area schools. Last year we bought shoes, coats, pants shirts, pajamas, socks and undergarments for over 100 children. Principals and counselors select the children based on need.  It is such a heartwarming and rewarding experience to work on this project and provide these necessities that our families take for granted. It truly puts us in the Christmas spirit!

We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!


************************************************************************

Happy Holidays to everyone from Alpha Xi.  
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 We have had several people with health problems and injuries this year but seems most everyone is about up and going again.  In early November, we had our annual St. Jude’s auction with a majority of our members and some spouses as well as other guests purchasing all the numerous donated items.  We always have fun doing this and not only do we find gifts for ourselves and others but it accomplishes a lot of good also.  Our December meeting and holiday party will give each a special time of giving and enjoying each other.

 Hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

************************************************************************
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Hope everyone had a blessed and wonderful Thanksgiving. In November we had a wine and chocolate pairing party. It was fun, interesting and educational. We have been working at the Angel Tree in the mall for the Salvation Army. Saturday Dec 10 our chapter will work the booth all day. It is always exciting to see the Angels being adopted off the tree and then see the toys and clothes that are coming in for them. Some of us have been bell ringers too. We will be having our Christmas party soon and are looking forward to a fun time with our sisters and spouses. 

[image: image14.wmf]In January we will be cooking dinner for the local Salvation Army Red Shield Diner. We have cooked for them before and the people are so appreciative and nice. It is a heart warming

activity for our chapter.

[image: image15.wmf] We wish for everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.

Pam Dalke, President



Alpha Alpha

 

A Favorite Christmas Memory

When our boys were 3 and 5 the local hospital offered a free call in to Santa. It was a recording of Santa talking about being good and keeping safety smarts like when crossing the street, etc. I had called it once just so I would know what was being said in case the boys had a question about it. Well my 5 year old called and listened to the 2 minute talk and at the end he said "OK, I'll be good". and then he hung up. My 3 year old couldn't wait his turn to talk to Santa. So when I dialed the phone and gave it to him he eagerly took the receiver. He lit up when he heard Santa talking. But as the recording went on Jonathan's brow furrowed and he started to interrupt Santa. "But I want..."    "Could I get..."   "Would you bring me.."  was all he could get out because the recording went on and on. Finally he could stand it no more and he interrupted Santa with "I want to tell you something...I want a bwown baw (brown football)!! He just couldn't understand why Santa wasn't letting him do any talking, but he sure wanted to get his order in. HA we still laugh at how cute and innocent that phone call was. 

Pam Dalke

************************************************************************

We have just completed our Craft Fair at the Jacksonville Community Center and did very well. Now it's time for family and friends. Christmas is just around the corner. It's my favorite time of the year. Reflecting on all my friends in ESA and what each of you mean to me. I remember when I was young and waiting for Santa to come. Those are good memories. When we were all at home and sitting around the tree with my Mother and Dad handing out gifts. Now all my kids, grandkids and great grandkids come to my house Christmas Eve for dinner and gift sharing. What a time we have and what a crowd. 
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We will get back to business soon but for now I'm going to enjoy my family and friends and hope all my ESA sisters are doing the same. I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Love you all

 

Floye Brewer

President Gamma Psi Chapter

North Little Rock

************************************************************************

Season’s Greetings to ALL!!

I hope everyone is doing well and looking forward to another wonderful season and New Year.  

First we would like to update everyone on Ms. Ruthie.  She is still at Ashley Rehab in Rogers and is not doing well.  She isn’t eating much if at all.  She says she is eating, but what she does eat, doesn’t equal a spoonful.  She has several bed sores including one large one on her tailbone, so sitting is not an option.  The dry gangrene in her right foot is still healing but not at the rate it was.  They drained her aneurysm, but left a gaping wound, that has to be packed daily, and got infected.  She is responding well to antibiotics but the wound itself isn’t healing fast, due to her lack of nutrition.  Almost everything goes back to her choice not to eat.  Her body needs food to heal and she knows this.  We are still making plans to get her home wheelchair ready, but she can’t come home until she can do a few things on her own, like get in and out of bed, but we are expecting that she may not come home at all.   Please keep her in your prayers.

Now for more positive news…

What a great time SERC was!! I can’t wait for next year in Memphis.Beta Alpha held its annual Thanksgiving dinner for senior citizens of the local area and as usual we had a good turnout.  We provided over 120 hot meals of ham, turkey, dressing, veggies, and dessert.  Our local boy scouts, girl scouts and pageant winners all helped with serving. 
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Our annual Christmas parade was rained out on December 3rd, so we are trying again on December 10th.  This year we are entering our own float, too bad we can’t win any of the prizes.

We will be giving out 50 “Movie Night” baskets to local servicemen and their families.  The baskets will have a movie, popcorn, some candy and soda.  This will be our first Hope for Heroes project.

Beta Alpha normally supports our local Angel Tree, but this year we have decided to sponsor a single mother with 2 children, whom some members know personally.  We will deliver gifts and food on Christmas Eve and Jim Crews will dress up as Santa.

We are planning our first bingo night on January 14th, to see how the community responds to it and use the funds to keep doing all the other things we do. 
My favorite memory is an ongoing tradition.  My parents send my daughter and me a new Hallmark ornament for our tree every year.  We anxiously await the package each year and put them on the tree right away.  As of this year we have enough Hallmark ornaments to decorate an entire tree with nothing but Hallmark ornaments.  It’s fun to try to remember which year each ornament was for without looking at the package.  I have started this tradition for my step-son now too.
Love to all,
Karen Kitterman – Beta Alpha, Pea Ridge

************************************************************************
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU FROM KAPPA SIGMA MEMBERS!  On Saturday, we had our annual secret sister soup, salad and dessert luncheon.  A short meeting preceded the luncheon and gift exchange where we voted just to honor our secret sister on her birthday and use extra Christmas monies to buy for children who may not get presents.  This year, we bought toys and clothes and boots for a CASA child.  It was so gratifying.  All of us really enjoyed shopping for a 1 ½  year old boy. However, after our gift exchange, I imagine that we will do both again next year.  We had so much fun.  In addition, we gave some of our monies to Victory Walk and to Restoration Village.  

In November, we had a successful St. Jude’s Pancake Breakfast at Appleby’s.  Some of our members brought their granddaughters to help.  And, did they ever help!!!  I think they had more fun that we did.  So, early in the year, we are going to do something special for them. 

Our social in October was our Halloween costume party for couples followed by a chili dinner. There were a few really wild costumes.  Practically, every one of our members attended along with spouses and guests.  Just a leisurely fall evening get together.  

As we reflect back on the year, let us remember all our sisters who are going through tough times and keep them in our prayers.  KAPPA SIGMA wishes all of you a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Theda Hall 

Kappa Sigma President

************************************************************************

THETA EPSILON CHAPTER, BLYTHEVILLE, AR

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving Day with time well spent with family and friends.
Our chapter is still busy as bees.  We completed our Chili Cookoff event, sold lots of polish sausages and made more money that we actually thought we would.  Awesome event this year with the downtown streets of Blytheville shoulder to shoulder with people!
We did have our Rush function this year and are currently rushing 5 ladies that we hope will join our chapter.  We have had one member become active again and another who attended our Christmas Dinner who will become active with our chapter. Denise has been busy with the possibility of new chapters in Memphis, TN and Jonesboro, AR.  All you have to do is have a positive attitude about ESA and share the good news with anyone who will listen! 

At our October meeting, we prepared chili and soup.  Some members made desserts.  We also held a purse auction for Easter Seals.  Did pretty good too!!!

We assisted with registration at the St Jude “Give Thanks Walk” and afterwards we walked in the event.  I was so rewarding to see how many people were there to walk in support of the hospital.  Some walked in honor or memory of St Jude Doctors and some walked in honor or memory of their children.

Some of our members also ran or walked in the St Jude Marathon this month.  This was another rewarding event.  I think they are already preparing for next year’s Marathon.   Go Team ESA!
We held our First Annual ESA Mr. & Miss SnowFlake pageant on December 10.  Our stage was decorated with snowflakes and Christmas trees.  We did not have as many entrants as we would have liked; however, we did enjoy the pageant.  We learned that some things can be improved and we will do them differently next year, but even at that, we made a good profit

On December 12, we met in the home of Pam Thomas to enjoy a wonderful Christmas Dinner. We conducted a mini meeting where we voted to donate to some of our local charities; The Humane Society, The Haven, The Mississippi County Union Mission, Ignite Program, and First United Methodist Church (this to honor one of our biggest supporters in memory of his mother-in-law).  After dinner, we played the Dirty Santa game. Everyone came away with full tummies & gifts to take home.  Can’t beat that!

Next on our chapter agenda is our annual St Jude Radio/Cablethon on February 24 & 25, 2012.  This is one of our most satisfying events (at lease for me) and I can hardly wait to get started on it.

Don’t forget to maintain a record of all your hours and money raised at your events.  Time slips away quickly and it will not be long until we will be handing out those State Awards!!

Ah, my favorite Christmas memory……..My family did not have a lot of money when I was growing up, but my dad always fixed up a brown paper sack filled with an apple, an orange and some pecans & chocolate candy for us kids.  He did this even after I was married.  What a sweet effort on his part.  But, I think my most memorable time was when my big sister, who lived in St. Louis, came to visit us at Christmas time.   I was five years old.  She brought me a doll in a high chair, clothes & shoes.  After gifts were opened, she took me outside to show me Santa Claus. “Look, he’s way up in the sky”, she said as she pointed upwards.   As hard as searched for him and his reindeer, I never did see Santa Claus, but I didn’t care.  I was just glad my big sister was there!

Ya’ll have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, ya hear?  Seriously, may God Bless and Keep you and yours during this busy time of year.  Remember, Jesus is the Reason for the Season!!
Love in ESA,

Charlotte McFarland,

President, Theta Epsilon Chapter
Arkansas State Council Awards Chairman
************************************************************************

Hello sisters!

Hope everyone is enjoying your holiday parties and celebrations.  Speaking of celebrations, by Christmas we will be just 4 months away from 2012 State Convention.  Wow.... How did that happen???

I'm awaiting an update from Winthrop Rockefeller Institute to tell me when we can start getting our rooms booked.  As soon as I have this, I'll let everyone know.

I had a question about the apartments on site, in addition to the rooms, in case a group of 3-4 might want to share, the rates will be $89 for 1 bedroom and $99 for 2 bedrooms per night plus tax.

Please keep in mind there is no breakfast available on Sat am so bring whatever you need/want with you.  You will have a microwave and refrigerator in your room.

You can go ahead and do your registration (form attached) and send that to Judy Tomlinson.  Ad's for program book (form attached) can be done now as well and sent to Charlotte Garrett.

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday and will see you all at spring council..

Ann Southall 

Not all thieves are stupid. 

	This gives us something to think about with all our new electronic technology. 

GPS 
A couple of weeks ago a friend told me that someone she knew had their car broken into while they were at a football game. Their car was parked on the green which was adjacent to the football stadium and specially allotted to football fans. Things stolen from the car included a garage door remote control, some money and a GPS which had been prominently mounted on the dashboard. 


When the victims got home, they found that their house had been ransacked and just about everything worth anything had been stolen. The thieves had used the GPS to guide them to the house. They then used the garage remote control to open the garage door and gain entry to the house. The thieves knew the owners were at the football game, they knew what time the game was scheduled to finish and so they knew how much time they had to clean out the house. It would appear that they had brought a truck to empty the house of its contents.

Something to consider if you have a GPS - don't put your home address in it.. Put a nearby address (like a store or gas station) so you can still find your way home if you need to, but no one else would know where you live if your GPS were stolen. 

 

MOBILE PHONES 
I never thought of this.......

This lady has now changed her habit of how she lists her names on her mobile phone after her handbag was stolen. Her handbag, which contained her cell phone, credit card, wallet... Etc...was stolen.

20 minutes later when she called her hubby, from a pay phone telling him what had happened, hubby says 'I received your text asking about our Pin number and I've replied a little while ago.' When they rushed down to the bank, the bank staff told them all the money was already withdrawn. The thief had actually used the stolen cell phone to text 'hubby' in the contact list and got hold of the pin number. Within 20 minutes he had withdrawn all the money from their bank account. 
 

 

Moral of the lesson: 
Do not disclose the relationship between you and the people in your contact list.

Avoid using names like Home, Honey, Hubby, Sweetheart, Dad, Mom, etc....

And very importantly, when sensitive info is being asked through texts, CONFIRM by calling back.

Also, when you're being texted by friends or family to meet them somewhere, be sure to call back to confirm that the message came from them. If you don't reach them, be very careful about going places to meet 'family and friends' who text you..


	


Arkansas State Convention Program Booklet Advertising 

Show your appreciation for your chapter members and officers by placing an ad in the 2012 Convention Program Booklet.  Promote your business in the Booklet or advertise your upcoming events.  

Advertising placed by __________________________________________________________

Contact Name_________________________________________________________________

Telephone #/e-mail  ____________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________State______________ Zip_________________

Ad size requested:

Business Card Size (3-1/2” x 2”) 
___________________  $15.00

Quarter Page (3-1/2” x 4-3/4”)
___________________  $25.00

Half Page (7” x 4-3/4”)

___________________  $50.00

Full Page (7” x 9-1/2”)

__________________  $100.00

Make checks payable to 2012 State Convention

Copy ready ads may be sent electronically to:  garrettc@seark.net
Mail this form, check and/or copy ready ad to:


Charlotte Garrett


121 Edward Street


Pine Bluff AR 71602

Need help designing your ad?  Call me and discuss your ideas:  (870-247-1249)

Deadline for inclusion in the Program Booklet is March 12, 2012. 

2012 Arkansas State Convention 

    “Struttin’ On The Mountain”                                    
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April 20-22, 2012                                      

Winthrop Rockefeller Institute - Petit Jean Mountain
Registration

Name: ______________________________ Chapter Name & Number: ___________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Email: ________________________________________________

Men/Guest Registration

Name: ______________________________ Guest of: _________________________________________





By March 11, 2012


After March 11, 2012

FULL REGISTRATION (Member)
$110.00   _______


$135.00   _______

PARTIAL (Member, Men & Guest)
   Friday Mixer


 $  36.00   _______  


$  40.00   _______

   Saturday Luncheon      

 $  25.00   _______


$  30.00   _______

   Saturday Banquet       

 $  40.00   _______


$  45.00   _______

   Sunday Brunch            

 $  15.00   _______


$  20.00   _______
CHECK (if applicable)

Past State President

  _______

Voting Delegate


  _______

1st Time Convention 

  _______

Do you have any special needs? ___________________________________________________________________
Please send your registration form and check to:


2012 ESA Arkansas State Convention


Judy Tomlinson




Phone:  (H) (870) 748-2724


Post Office Box 157


             
               (C)   (870) 918-4982


Calion, AR  71724



       Email:    j.r.tomlinson@sbcglobal.net
Local Chairman:  Ann Southall 870-814-9024     ann@greatmountainview.com
Co-Chairman:  Tammy Akines 870-370-0923      tsakines@yahoo.com
Winthrop Rockefeller Institute, Petit Jean Mountain

1 Rockefeller Drive, Morrilton, AR  72110

Phone:  866-972-7778

Room Rates:  President’s Lodge -$79 + tax; The Meadows-$69 + tax
